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ENGROSSED SENATE Bl LL 5966

Passed Legislature - 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators MCaslin, Haugen and Honeyford

Read first time 02/17/2005. Referred to Cormittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to vehicle immobilization; anmendi ng RCW 46. 55. 010;
addi ng a new section to chapter 46.55 RCW and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 46.55 RCW
to be codified between RCW 46. 55. 240 and 46.55.900, to read as foll ows:

(1) A property owner shall not immbilize any vehicle owned by a
person other than the property owner.

(2) This section does not apply to property owned by the state or
any unit of |ocal governnent.

(3) Aviolation of this section is a gross m sdeneanor.

Sec. 2. RCW46.55.010 and 1999 ¢ 398 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The definitions set forth in this section apply throughout this
chapter:

(1) "Abandoned vehicle" neans a vehicle that a registered tow truck
operator has inpounded and held in the operator's possession for one
hundred twenty consecutive hours.
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(2) "Inmobilize" neans the use of a | ocking wheel boot that, when
attached to the wheel of a vehicle, prevents the vehicle from noving
wi t hout danmage to the tire to which the | ocking wheel boot is attached.

(3) "Abandoned vehicle report” means the docunent prescribed by the
state that the towng operator forwards to the departnent after a
vehi cl e has becone abandoned.

((2))) (4) "lnmpound" neans to take and hold a vehicle in |ega
custody. There are two types of inpounds--public and private.

(a) "Public inmound" neans that the vehicle has been i npounded at
the direction of a |aw enforcenent officer or by a public official
having jurisdiction over the public property upon which the vehicle was
| ocat ed.

(b) "Private inmpound” neans that the vehicle has been i npounded at
the direction of a person having control or possession of the private
property upon which the vehicle was | ocat ed.

((4)Y)) (5) "Junk vehicle" neans a vehicle certified under RCW
46. 55.230 as neeting at |least three of the follow ng requirenents:

(a) I's three years old or ol der;

(b) I's extensively damaged, such danmage including but not limted
to any of the follow ng: A broken wi ndow or w ndshield, or mssing
wheel s, tires, notor, or transm ssion;

(c) Is apparently inoperable;

(d) Has an approximate fair market value equal only to the
approxi mate value of the scrap init.

((65))) (B6) "Master log" nmeans the docunent or an electronic
facsimle prescribed by the departnent and the Washi ngton state patrol
i n which an operator records transactions involving inpounded vehi cl es.

((66))) (7) "Registered tow truck operator” or "operator"” neans any
person who engages in the inpounding, transporting, or storage of
unaut hori zed vehicles or the disposal of abandoned vehi cl es.

((6H)) (8) "Residential property"” neans property that has no nore
than four living units located on it.

((68))) (9) "Suspended license inmpound” neans an inpound ordered
under RCW 46.55. 113 because the operator was arrested for a violation
of RCW 46. 20. 342 or ((46-—20-420)) 46.20.345.

((699)) (10) "Tow truck” neans a notor vehicle that is equi pped for
and used in the business of tow ng vehicles with equipnment as approved
by the state patrol.

ESB 5966. SL p. 2



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e
N R O

13

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

29
30

((£28y)) (11) "Tow truck nunber" neans the nunber issued by the
departnment to tow trucks used by a registered tow truck operator in the
state of Washi ngt on.

((xH)) (12) "Tow truck permt" neans the permt issued annually
by the departnent that has the classification of service the tow truck
may provi de stanped upon it.

((22)) (13) "Tow truck service" neans the transporting upon the
public streets and highways of this state of vehicles, together wth
personal effects and cargo, by a tow truck of a registered operator.

((63y)) (14) "Unauthorized vehicle" neans a vehicle that is
subject to inpoundnent after being left wunattended in one of the
followi ng public or private |locations for the indicated period of tine:

Subject to removal after:

@ Public locations:

0] Constituting an accident or a traffic hazard as

defined in RCW 46.55.113 . ...... Immediately
(i)  On a highway and tagged as described in RCW
4655085 .. ... ... 24 hours

(iii)  In a publicly owned or controlled parking
facility, properly posted under RCW
46.55.070 ........ ... e Immediately

(b) Private locations:

0] Onresidential property .......... Immediately
(i) On private, nonresidential property,
properly posted under RCW
4655070 ...... .. ... .. Immediately

(iii)  On private, nonresidential property,
notposted ........... ... ... ...... 24 hours

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. Section 1 of this act shall include a part
heading titled "VEH CLE | MMOBI LI ZATI ON. "

Passed by the Senate March 12, 2005.

Passed by the House April 6, 2005.

Approved by the Governor April 18, 2005.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 18, 2005.
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